CONSTITUTION
ST. PETER'S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
NORTH PLATO, ILLINOIS

PREAMBLE; Whereas the Word of God demands that all things be done
decently and in order (I Corinthians 14:40), therefore we, the members of St. Peter's Evangelical
Lutheran Church at North Plato, Hllinois, set forth by this present document the Constitution and
By-Laws in accordance with which our congregational affairs shall be conducted.

ARTICLE I: NAME
The name of this congregation shall be Saint Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church at
North Plato. Incorporated under the laws of the State of lilinois on May 7, 1973. The
state issued certificate number N5023-328-6,

ARTICLE II: PURPOSE ‘
The purpose of this congregation shall be to serve its members and spread the Kingdom
of God by proclaiming the Word of God, the administration of the Sacraments, and by
religious instruction of youth and adults, according to the doctrinal standard of the
Lutheran Church (Article IIT), and to foster Christian fellowship and charity.

ARTICLE III: CONFESSIONAL STANDARD
This congregation acknowledges, confesses, and declares unreserved acceptance of
and adherence to all the canonical books of the Old and New Testaments as the verbally
inspired, inerrant, and infallible Word of God in all their words and parts; and all the
confessional writings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church contained in the Book of
Concord 1580 as a correct presentation and true exposition of Christian doctrine, drawn
from and in full agreement with the Holy Scriptures; therefore, no doctrine shall be
taught or tolerated within this congregation which is at variance with the Holy Scriptures
or the following confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. These Confessional

' Writings are the three Ecumenical Creeds (Apostles', Nicene, and Athanasian), the

Unaltered Augsburg Confession, the Apology of the Augsburg Confession, the Smalcald
Articles, Luther's Large and Small Catechisms, and the Formula of Concord.

ARTICLE IV: MEMBERSHIP
The membership of this congregation includes the following:

A. Baptized Membership
Baptized members are all members who have been baptized in the name of the
Triune God, and who are under the spiritual care of the Pastor of this
congregation, including children who have not yet confirmed their baptismal
VOWS.
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