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“You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” (Genesis 1:19)

That is the curse on human kind. We partook on what God forbade. And now life is full of corruption. We
anguish when we have to do something that we don’t like doing. Our bodies wear out. Sickness strikes.
Eventually, we die. God had honored us by creating us in His image and by giving us dominion over the
earth. But sin brought us to ashes like a mighty tree being burned to the ground. God says: “You are dust,
and to dust you shall return.”

God’s curse, however, is spoken in context of hope and blessing. Even when we anguish or are stricken with
disease, we still have hope and blessing. God’s curse on the devil is our hope and blessing. In Genesis 3:15
God’s curse on the devil reads: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring
and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.” God promised to send One at the
right moment of history to be born of a woman. He will rise to crush the devil’s power over humanity though
the devil will strike His heels. And so Jesus’ heels and hands were bruised as they were nailed to the cross.
But His innocent death is power to crush the devil’s power over us. And on the third day Jesus demonstrates
His power over death with His resurrection. And so the ashes remind us that we are not worth much; but
Christ Jesus comes to reconnect us with the Lord and makes us most special.

The journey of Jesus dying for our sins and rising from the grave to justify us begins on Ash Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 22. Worship services are scheduled at 3pm and 7:30pm. Communion will be administered at both ser-
vices. The ancient church started a ritual to remind us from what we were created. Ashes were placed on the
foreheads of believers to retell the story that God made us from the earth; because of sin we now return to the
carth. But the story of hope and blessing was told in placing these ashes on the forehead in the shape of a
cross. Jesus died on the cross to pay the price of our sin. Jesus rose from the grave sealing our hope that He
will come again to raise our ashes from the earth and recreate them in glory. Many churches, including many
congregations in our own Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod, have reclaimed this ancient rite. We at St. Pe-
ter’s will also reclaim this ancient rite. Our worship will begin with prayer and then those who wish may
come forward to receive ashes placed on their foreheads in the shape of a cross. The ashes are made from
burning palm branches with olive oil. Palm branches remind us of Jesus’ entry into J erusalem to save us.

During the seasons of Lent and Baster we will use the Divine Service, Setting One from the hymnal. It is
found beginning on page 151 in the hymnal. We already know “This Is the Feast” and “Thank the Lord and
Sing His Praise.” This service is the most popular Divine Service in our Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod.
It is good that we, especially our children who will visit other congregations, learn this service. We will make
use of the Divine Service, Setting Three (the Divine Service that has served our congregation well for over 50
years) again in the summer after Pentecost. Praise Band will still help lead worship on the Third Sunday of
the month.

God bless you as you walk with the Lord this Lent.
Yours in Christ, Pastor Mau




We Believe in the Holy Spirit

If you were to ask the average person who the Holy Spirit is, you might just get a blank stare in return.
You may get a confused look, followed by an answer that will vary from person to person. The Holy Spirit is
certainly mysterious. He is truly God; He’s not just a force or a light or a movement of God. He’s one of the
persons of the Trinity. The Bible does teach us about Him and we confess Him in the Creed.

In 1 John, we hear about the testimony regarding Jesus Christ: “This he who came by water and blood
— Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies,
because the Spirit is truth. For there are three that testify: the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these
three agree” (1John 5:6-8). Here the Apostle John calls the Holy Spirit a witness, someone who testifies.
What does it mean to testify? It means to tell about something. The Holy Spirit is the ultimate witness. He
gives the ultimate testimony. He points us to Jesus. This is one of the reasons that the Holy Spirit is so
mysterious to many — He’s always pointing away from Himself and toward Christ. He’s always focusing our
attention to Christ and what He’s done for us.

John also says that there are two other witnesses: the water and the blood. Where do we sce water and
blood in the life of the Church? In the sacraments of Holy Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. John is explaining
to us here that the Holy Spirit works with the water of Baptism and the body and blood of the Lord’s Supper in
order to point us to Jesus. The Holy Spirit works through these means in the Church in order to give us our
Savior. This why we confess in the Creed: I believe in the Holy Spitit, the holy Christian Church, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.” We group all of these together at the
end of the Creed because they all belong together. The Holy Spirit works through the holy Christian Church to
give us the forgiveness of sins and the life everlasting.

The Holy Spirit’s job is to make us holy. But what does it mean to be made holy? Martin Luther
answers this for us in the Large Catechism: “Therefore being made holy is nothing else than bringing us to the
Lord Christ to receive this blessing, to which we could not have come by ourselves” (Large Catechism,
Section 2, line 39). The Holy Spirit makes us holy by bringing us to the Lord Jesus Christ. This is His job.
But He doesn’t do it secretly or invisibly or just through feelings. He gives us things that we can hear and sce
and smell and taste. He gives us Baptism to splash on our heads and know that right there He’s brought us to
Jesus. We can taste the body and blood of the Lord’s Supper and know that the Holy Spirit has brought us to
Jesus right there at the altar. We can hear God’s Word being read and preached to us and know that the Spirit
has again brought us to Jesus. By bringing us into this life, the Holy Spirit has been “placing us in the
church’s lap, where he preaches to us and brings us to Christ” (Large Catechism, Section 2, line 37).

This is why we must be very careful about what people say about the Holy Spirit. Many will try to
point to mysterious things and say that it was the Holy Spirit, but we must look at what these things point to.
If these mysterious things point us to Jesus and the forgiveness He won for us, then it is the Holy Spirit. If
they don’t bring us to Jesus, then it very likely was not the Holy Spirit. Likewise, we must be careful about
what we do in the life of the Church. The Holy Spirit wants to use the Church to give us the forgiveness of
sins. As Luther so rightly puts it, “Therefore everything in this Christian community is so ordered that
everyone may daily obtain full forgiveness of sins through the Word and sacraments appointed to comfort and
encourage our consciences as long as we live on earth” (Large Catechism, Section 2, line 55). So, if there’s
anything in the life of the Church that isn’t ordered toward the forgiveness of sins, anything that we say or do
ot sing that doesn’t clearly teach about the forgiveness of sins at Jesus® cross, then it should be traded in for
something that does. That’s the Holy Spitit’s job — to get rid of all the things that our old selfish selves want
and to give us Jesus and forgive our sins.

The Holy Spirit is mysterious. He’s one Petson of the Trinity, yet He’s one with the Father and Son.
We can’t explain it fully. He’s mysterious, but He’s also reliable. He acts reliably in the Word, in Baptism,
and in the Lord’s Supper. He acts reliably as He always points us only to Christ. He acts reliably as He daily
and richly forgives all of our sins, promises to raise us from the dead on the last day, and shares eternal life
with us. Praise God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, for the steady, reliable promises He gives us.

In Christ,
Pastor Oliphant
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Gift o
Forgiveness

When we speak about the Passion of
Christ, we are speaking about Christ’s
suffering and death for the
forgiveness of sins. The penitential
psalms (psalms about repentance)
will lead us to the need and the result
of Jesus® work for the forgiveness of
sins. Come and take part in the
process of contrition and repentance
that happens daily in the Christian
life.

Wednesday Worship in Lent
3:00PM. & 7:30P.M.
a light supper will be served at 6:00 P.M.
Feb. 22: Save Me Because of Your Unfailing Love:
Psalm 6 (Holy Communion is

administered)

Feb. 29: Hiding From God or Hiding in God:
Psalm 32

Mar. 7: Make Haste to Help Me: Psalm 38
Mar. 14: Against You and For Me: Psalm 51

Mar. 21: But You O Lord Are Enthroned Forever:
Psalm 102

Mar. 28: Teach Me To Do Your Will, For You are
My God: Psalm 143.

Thank you! (submitted by Pastor Mau)
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