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“But the word is very near you.
1t is in your mouth and in your heart, so that you can do it.
See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. ”
Deuteronomy 30:14,15

January is the month the dignity of human life is especially emphasized. It’s difficult to discuss the
life in the womb or end of life issues without hitting somone’s nerve. We live in a complex culture
with many options. All these complexities and choices can become so perplexing and confusing that
after a while it becomes difficult for us to hear (let alone apply) God’s voice to a situation. And
when God is allowed in — shame often floods the conscience ruining any sense of self worth. How
sad that when we need a compassionate ear the most, either we are not willing or trusting of another,
or a willing or trusting ear can’t be found. The causes of shame cannot be excused. Only as we con-
front our shame in the Lord’s presence, exposing its cause and appealing to His compassion, can we
fully deal with shame in any area of our life. Some of the most important spiritual and emotional
growth sprits happen after we have successfully handled shame under the Lord’s grace. Our Lord’s
life is about healing from shame with His blood.

As Christians we believe the life in the womb is a “little one.” Little ones need protection and nur-
ture to live and to thrive. God made people to protect and to nurture — that is God’s calling on hu-
mans. “Death” and “evil” will take over whenever we humans give up on our calling to protect and
nurture. The job of protection and nurture often takes us away from what we would like for our-
selves. That can be very frustrating unless we keep God’s word in our mouth and heart. As we carry
out God’s protection and nurture, we discover something very special: what life and good is.

“T have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore, choose life, that you and your
offspring may live, loving the Lord your God.” Deuteronomy 30:18-20

Your servant in Christ, Pastor Gerhard Mau
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